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Summary Thirteen cases of bear-inflicted injuries:

Shinsuke Suzuki?, Tadahiro Tsuji, Kazuhiro Shiina”, Hiromasa Koyano?, Kou Koizumi", Yohei Kawasaki",
Teruyuki Sato"” and Takechiyo Yamada". ! Department of Otorhinolaryngology & Head and Neck Surgery,
Akita University Graduate School of Medicine, ¥ Department of Dermatology, Plastic & Reconstructive
Surgery, Akita University Graduate School of Medicine

The number of patients attacked by bears has been rising recently because the opportunity to encounter
wild bears has increased. Since injury by a bear attack mostly occurs in the head and neck region and can
be fatal, adequate and immediate treatment is required.

We report 13 cases of injury inflicted by bears treated in our department and discuss the issues that are
important in the treatment of these injuries. All 13 patients thought to have been attacked by black bears
(Ursus thibetanus japonicus) suffered from facial contusions. Ten cases had facial bone fractures and four
cases went blind in one eye. After the head and neck region, the arms had many injuries and three cases
suffered bone fractures in their limbs and the trunk. Three patients developed hemorrhagic shock,
however, there were no deaths. Four cases needed local flap reconstruction or skin grafting for defects of
facial soft tissue.

It is important to know the features of injuries and to consult a specialist based on the sites and severity
of the injuries for the treatment of bear-inflicted injuries.
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